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might do them an acceptable piece of fervice, if I could prevail 
with the Author to fever them from the papers, whereto he had 
annex’d them, (but to which they feemed not abfolutely neceflary) 
though upon the conditions he judg’d requifite to infift on* 

And fince I venture to impart before the time thefe things unto 
the Curious, I hope and defire, they will be foequitable as to in- 
demnifie me to the Author, and not fruitlefsly endeavour to put a 
perfon, that has already given fo many proofs of his propenfity to 
gratifie Ingenious men, upon making unfeafonable anfwers to any 
Verbal or Epiftolary Queftions about things, wherein fome confi- 
derations, that he thinks are not to be difpenfed with by him, do as 
yet injoynhim fiience. 

Now, to gratifie the Curious amongft Strangers, as well as thofe 
of our own Nation , the PubMber was not unwilling to give this 
difcourfein Latin,as the Author hath been pleafed to impart it in 
Englifh. 

Follows the Difcourfe it felf. 


Of Mercury growing hot with 
Go d ; Communicated by B.R* 

r .--QUc that what I have 

jj hitherto Paid, may 
not be drawn to the difparage- 
mentor difcouragementof thofe 
Spagyrifts rhat poftefs or afpire 
to the nobler Arcana of Gold 
and Mercury,I muft mind you to 
take notice, that what 1 have 
o'oje&ed againfi: the fuppofed 
Sympathy of Gold and Quick- 
fi'ver,is fpoken ooly of common 
Mercury, that being It whofe 
Sympathy with Gold is wont to 
be celebrated. And though per¬ 
haps, a good pan of the things I 
have alledg’d will be found ap¬ 
plicable even to true running 
Mercuries; yet I would not be 
though" to deny, that there may 

be 


De Mercurio cum Auro incalef- 
cente, Diatriba B. R. 

- - t ~r Erum enimvero,ne 

V qua haCiemti dtf- 
feru 't co tcrqueamur , acfilaudes 
animojque viris i/lis Spagyricis 
dcmere velimus, qui Nobiltora 
Juri & Argenti Vivi arcana pojji- 
aent ambiuntve , monendut es mi- 
hi ut advert as, me quod contra 
fuppofitam Auri & Mercurii fym- 
pathiam object, de V ulgari dun- 
taxat Mercurio dictum velle , 
cum tileJit , cujui cum Auro fym- 
yathix celebrari fueverit■ Et 
quamvis forte magna a me at Bo- 
rum pars, ccnfultd experientid , 
ad nativum etiam Mercurium 
currentem extendi pfjit $ non 
tamen cenjere Lectcrem velim t 
negare me. t dari Argentum vivum 
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be aQuickfilver more fubtle and 
penetrant than that which is 
common, and that thofe Chy- 
aiifts, that ground the fympathy 
of Gold and Mercury upon the 
Operations of a more Philofo- 
pbical Mercury, may likewife 
argue for it more fpeciouOy 
than Vulgar Mercury will ena¬ 
ble them to do* And to let you 
fee on this occafion that I am not 
unkind to the Chymifts, J will 
annex part of a Paper, written 
to a Friend to give him my Opi¬ 
nion about Mercuries ltuale- 
fcence with Gold . 

2. •— And now! fhall abruptly 
begin this Sediion with the con* 
fiderationof a Probleme much 
agitated among the Curious, e- 
fpecially thofe that prerend, 
whether truly or vainly, to have 
more than ordinary infight into 
Chymiftry: Among whom I find 
it hotly difputed,whe:her or r.o 
there be any fuch thing as a Men 
cury that will heat with Gold, 
that is, Which by being barely 
mingled with that metral redu¬ 
ced to fine part«, will, without 
the help of external heat, pro¬ 
duce upon the commixture of 
thofe two Bodies very fenfibie 
heat. 

3.The Affirmative of this Que- 
flion is positively afferted by 
fame Writers and others, that 
pretend to the Tranfmutation of 
Meta’s : For among thefe I have 

met 


7 y 

poffe Vu'gari fubtilm & pene- 
trantim , ijlofque Ghymicos, qui 
4 art & Mercurii Sympathiam 
niti volunt Mercurii magis phi- 
lofophici cperationibus , conten¬ 
dere etiam pro ex multo (peciofius 
poffe, quam fi Vulgaris dun! a teat 
<*Juerctirius adbibeatur. At a tie 
ut hxc occxjione t eft it am facum, 
me vires Chymiee addict os neu- 
tiquam aver [art ; fubjttngam hie, 
feripti met partem , ad Ami cum 
quendam idcircb exxrxtiyut me am 
ipjide Mercurii cum Aura Inca- 
lefeentia opinionem deprotne- 
rem. 

~ Nunc verb abrupt e Se¬ 

ction em kanc erdiar Problematic 
cttjufdam difeufone , quod diu 
multwnque inter Curiojos fuit a- 
gitatum, eos inprimis , qui , five 
verb five falso, obtendunt , fe in- 
timiores , qudm vulgo conceffum 
ejl , Chymi&receffus adiijfe: In¬ 
ter quos id cxlide difeeptari rtpe- 
rio , II.rum ejufmedi detur Mer- 
curius, qui incalefcat cum Auro, 
id eft, qui , dum nude Met alio ifti, 
ad minutas admoditm partes red¬ 
act 0, commifcetur , city a externi 
calorie adminhulum, faff a folum- 
modb duorum illcrum cerporum 
cramatfenftbilem value calorem 
pari at. 

Itujus ffutfionis Affirmati- 
vam mordteus tenent nonnulli Au- 
thores , aliique qui Metallorum 
Tranfmutaticnem ftbt vendicant ; 
Inter hos quippe,mnnullos videre 
X x x 2 mihi 
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met with Tome that afcribe this mih'i licuit , qui banc Incalefcendi 
vertue of Incalefcence withGold cum Amo virtutem Mercuriis 
to the Mercuries extra&ed, as adfcribunt,experfects quibufdam 
they fuppofe, from fome com- corporibus, ut autumant, elicit is 
pleat Metals , which are there- quos idcirco Mercurios Gorpo- 
tore in their Phrafe ftyl’d Mer- rum , five Mercurios corporum 
curii Corporum ,or the Mercuries oJl'fetaUicorum, nuncupate fe¬ 
at the Metalline Bodies. lent. 

4, But theNegat i ve pare of the At Negativam tuentur multb 

Queftion is more generally main- plures , iique non modo Philofophi 
tain’d, being not only embraced & Medici , fed & ex ipfis Spa- 
by far the g reate ft number of gyricis doff rind clariores, inprimis 
Philofophers and Phyficians, buc ex neotericU&modernis, quorum 
aflented to by many of the more non pauci banc Mercuriorumyk- 
Learned Spagyrifis themfeives, miliam chimaris dr Non-entibus 
efpecially the Modern, divers grandiloquentium Chymijlarum 
of whom have reckon’d this accenfent. jitque eb minus mi- 
loti of Mercuries among the rabar, compluresviros dotfos ad- 
Chimaras and Non-Entia of eb ejfe abboe Mercuri cum Auro 
bragging Chymifts. And I have Incalefcenti* affenfu dienes , 
the lefs wondered to find many quia, confulto quaftti J me plures 
Learned men fo averfe from be- ex Alcbymifiis fagacicribus, qui 
lieving this Incalefcence of Mer- multum impenderant opera , plu- 
cury and Gold, becaufe, having rimaque Experimentsperegerant 
purpofely enquir’d of feveral ad hujtugeneris arcana depromen* 
prying Alchymifts, that have da, quique per aliquot annosno- 
fpent much labour , and many viffimos varias Europe partes 
Trials, to find out things of this permearant,ut aliorum,quiTranf- 
kind, and have of late years tra- mutationes Metallicas vefiigant , 
vel led into many parts of Europe fecreta rtmarentur , illifinquam, 
to pry into the Secrets of other ftnguli feorjim a me rogatt inge - 
Seekers of Metalline Tranfmu- nueapud me fajji funt, fe r ever a 
tations, they have apart ingenu- nunquam inealefeentem ullum 
oufly confeffed tome, that they lAttcnnumvidijfie, licet id quan- 
never actually faw any Incalef- deque jaffiatum ab Alcbymifiis 
cent Mercury,though they fome- audivijfent ; quorum ja&abundi 
times heard it boafted of by ebtentus eo minus apud me in hoc 
Alchymifts 5 whofe bold pre- negotio valebant , quod * longo 
tenfions irad the lefs weight jam tempore net aver am, quantum 

with Frau? 
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with me in this matter,becaufe I 
had long taken notice, how great 
a confidence,fraud,or ignorance 
(for I would not think allthofe 
Cheats that are mifiaken, ) can 
give to Come of that fort of men 
chat I am fpeakingof. Infomuch 
that one of them having impos'd 
upon an honeft Chymift, well 
known and much employed,with 
a pretended incalefcentMercury, 
they had the confidence to bring 
it me to convince me of the Ex¬ 
periment ; but upon dueTrial,f 
found not any fenfible degree of 
that great heat that was promifed, 
pretended to be falved by I know 
5.Butnotwithftanding all this, 
having for the reafons I hare 
long fince expreffed in other 
Papers (and for forne other Con- 
fiderations that I have not 
judg'd fit to mention ) lookt 
upon Mercury as a Body which 
is not neceffarily fo homogene¬ 
ous as ’tisfuppofedjthe Opinion 
I moft lik’d of was , that of a 
pofiibility of an Incalefcent 
Mercury. For notwithftanding 
the vulgarly fuppofed Similar 
nature of Quickfilver, which I 
willingly confefs to be great e- 
nough to be admirable, it was 
yet congruous to my Principles, 
that a Liquor, which in weight, 
colour, total volatility,&c. was 
anfwerable to all the eflential 
Properties for which a body is 
called Mercury, might yet have 

an 
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Fraus vel fgnorantia ( non emm 
mnestllos habert impoftores ve* 
Urn qui hallucinantur,)** mnnuk 
lis hujufmodi. de quibta Icquor&i- 
ru fiduciam far ere poffint ; qua 
fane tanta erat , ut ilii.cum co unt 
unutfion# frugu Chymijlam, mul¬ 
ti* not urn multtfqne cperam fuam 
locantem, fuppofito Mercurio in- 
calefcente fefellerat , e'u fiduci# 
abriperenlur , ut apud memet fe 
fifierent , de Experiments ilk me 
ccn'vitturi.Atyre ut par erat explo¬ 
red, ml lum percept fenjibilem ilii- 
us calorie gradu,quern promiferant. 

Which mifearriage was vainly 
not what unfatisfafiory excufes. 

lerum enimvero , his omnibus 
nequicquam obfi anti bus , cum ex 
ratiombus dttdum walk fir ip to a. 
me expo fit is, aliifque de caufis hie 
non memorandu , Argentum vi- 
vum , corpus rtputem , quod non 
neceffarih tarn fit hemogeneum, ac 
paffim kabetur ; ilia mihi opinio 
pr£ Ctsterii alhibutt , qua Mercu- 
rii inealefeentis poiTibiliratem 
adftruir. Etenim , non obfiante 
'vulgo fuppojita Mercurii ( ut fic 
dicam) Similar it at c ^ quam adeo 
eximiam ejje puto, ut pat ere ad- 
mirationem poffit , me is tamen 
Prtncipits confinum erst , Liquo - 
rem quendam , aut ponder e, colore, 
totah volatilitate, (fic, cnines re- 
ferebat proprieties cfjentiales , 
qttarum rejpecht corpus aliquci 
Mercurii nomine zcnit, habere 
tamen pofie internum ejufmedi 

yartinm 
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an interna!, confticution of parts, 
that might make it infome un- 
obferved things confiderably 
differing from common Mercury. 
And among thefe differing Qua¬ 
lities I d;d not know but one 
might weii be, that of growing 
hot with Gold. And this Opini¬ 
on I judg’d the more reafjnable; 
becaufe, having devifed two 
waiesfunprattifed that I know 
of by any Chymift) th cone, to 
to difcover whether a clean and 
carefully difti'.led Mercury 
might not be a compounded 
Body, and have in it parts that 
were notjMercurialand th mother, 
out of fuch a fine diftill’d Mer¬ 
cury to fe pa rate parts, and that 
in no defpicable number, that 
are plainly heterogeneous $ I 
found upon trial, that both the 
Methods I had thought or) would 
fucceed, which warranted me to 
think it poflib'e, that a Mercury 
very fine and clean , and even 
purg’d by.Sublimations and Dt- 
fti!!ations,may by Art have been 
made to affume and incorporate 
with it a multitude of heteroge¬ 
neous Corpufc!es,not to be dif- 
cover*d,much lefs feparated,(as 
thofe of 77«»,Le^,&c.may be,) 
but by a skilful Artift. 

6.This in the genera! may fuf- 
fice to make me fufpend my 
Judgment about the Probleme 
formerly propos’d, and r o en- 
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part turn diathejin. qua in nonnul- 
its hade mm non obfervatts injig- 
nem till d *JAer curio vulgari dif- 
crepantiam conciliare queat: At - 
que bits inter guahtates differ en¬ 
ter nefciebam annon ea recenferi 
merito pojfet , qua incalefcit cum 
Auro commixtm. At que banc Opi- 
ntonem rationi eb magis confenta- 
neam arbitrabar, quod, excogitate 
d me duplici methods (haclenus d 
Chymicorum nullo , quod fciam, in 
praxtn versa, ) und quidem , ut 
manifeflum redder em, ejjetne pu- 
rus curate que di(ii’Jatus Mercuri- 
us, corpus compofttum , partefqud 
contineret non-bier cur tales', af¬ 
ter a verb, ex purificato cjufmodi 
& dtjlillato Mercuriopartes fepa- 
randi nonpauces manifefo hetero¬ 
gene as ; experiundo comperi , tt- 
tramque ilium methodtim d me 
invent am fucceffu garner e: Id 
quod audloramentum rnihi baud 
leve erat,-ut pojfibile exifiimirem, 
blercurium vald'e defacatum, 
quin & per fublimaticnes dr dtjlil - 
lattones repurgatum y Arte pojfe 
eo redigi , ut affumat fecumque 
conflet heterogeneorum corpufcu- 
lorum multitudinem , qua non * 
nifidperito yirtisfilio detegt,mul- 
t'b minus fcgregari queant (utfieri 
de Stanneis, Plumbeis,^. corpuf- 
culis potejl.') 

Hoc generatim fuffecerit , ut 
meum de Problemate fuprd propo- 
jito judicium fufpendam, & ad ex¬ 
periment a fumenda proper em , 
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gage me to make trials , whether 
foineof tbefe heterogeneous par¬ 
ticles tint ] found reducible 
wit!) Mercury into a Jafting 
Mercurial flux,'.night not fo alter 
it as to cifpofe it to heat with 
Gold. Eut this was not fuffici- 
ent to determine me to an ajfent ; 
for to oblige me to admit mca- 
lefcer.t Mercuries, it ought not 
to fuffice, that ’fi; poffib’eor 
even probable,that there may be 
fuch, but there was neceffary 
fome pofitive proof that there- 
are fuch ; and that alfo through 
Godsb'efiing my Trials afford¬ 
ed me about the year 1652. 

7- Some years after I was in 
poffefiion of this Mercury , I 
found in fome of their Books, 
that-Chy milts callPhilofophers, 
fome dark paflages, whence I 
thengheff’d their knowledge of 
it, or offotne other very like ic; 
and in one of them 1 found , 
though not all in the very fame 
place, an Allegorical defcnpti- 
onof it, the greateft part of 
which was not very difficult for 
me to underftand ; but not find¬ 
ing there any notice taken of the 
property of this Mercury to 
grow hot with Gold , I was in¬ 
duced to fufpedfttbat either they 
had not the knowledge of ic, or 
judg’d it unfit to be fpoken of. 
But you will, I fuppofe, expett 
from me rather Narratives than 
Conje&ures. And indeed ’tis but 

rea- 
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quibuspa/um reddatur . A>m,.n a- 
(iqu<e ex particulis tills hereroqc- 
neis, qu/ts cum Alercurio in dura' 
bilem fluxum Mercurtslern reduce 
?tfe deprehendt , it& alter are eum 
poffint , ut ad tnealefeendum cum 
/iuro ip film arfponant. At non 
erat hoc jatu ad elrctendum a me 
afienfuu: ; utenimad Mercuries 
incalefcentes admittendum addu- 
cerer, fujjicere non debebat , poffi- 
biles cos effe, vel etiam pnbabtles , 
fed reverd tales dart m.imfeftd, 
probat tone erat evincendum 1st 
hoc ipfitm queque, favente Deo , 
Experiment a me a, A nno r 6 5 2. 
circitcr , cemprebarunt. 

E'ofe aliquot ab eo tempore an¬ 
no* , quo *iMe,rcurium httjufmodi 
jam pofftdebam, in quibnfdim ex 
eorum , quos turba Cbymicx Phi - 
lofophos nuncupate Worts obfeura 
quadam loot invertickam . unde 
tunc eorum do ipfo, vrl alto aliqtto 
perquam et Jimiii. cognittcncm con- 
jetfabam ; atque in ip jorum uno 
reperiebam (non tamen rem totam 
in uno plane eodemque loco ) de- 
feriptionem ejus Allegories,:*, cu¬ 
ius pars maxima adeo difficilrs 
intelleclumihinon erat: At cum 
nihil ibi not at urn viderem de ilia 
Mercurii hujtes proprictate , qua 
calorem cum Aura acquirit , in /»/- 
picionem incidi, eos vel copras tine 
illitss fuijfe dejlitutos , vel earn ft- 
lentio premendam cenfuifie. At 
Eu fine dukio fadi pot ins Narrati- 
ones ) qttam Gonjetturas a me ex- 
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reafonable,<hat,having but men- fpetfas. Et fane aquum rnnine 
tioned to you a Phenomenon fuerit , ut, cum mentionem dun- 
whofe Credibility is by many taxat fecerim phanomem , cujus 
denied, I fhould take notice of * multii negatur credibility, cir- 
fome Circumftances fit xo bring cumfiantias nonnullas annotem , 
credit to it. And f fhall the !ef$ qu& fidemei centilitre vale ant. 
grudge the pains of fetting down j 4 tque*o minus laborem detre- 
feveral particular Phenomena, cl ado particu/aria aliquot pheno- 
becaufe I prefume you h^venot mtna hie tradenditurn quid ex 
met with them, and becaufe alfo Tibi non occurrijfe autumem , turn 
it may gracifie fome -of your quod ea grata fore put em quibuf- 
Chymicai friends,who may have dam amicis tuis Chymicis , nobilem 
or dife over fome noble Mercury, quendam vel jam poffidr-'bus 
by helping them to examine if, velparaturis sjtfercurium,ut frit. 
and to try whether it refemb'e hoc qualicunque feripto nofiro ad 
ours. eum examinandum , £?, an refer at 

nofirum , experiundum, juventur. 

8 . That I might not then beim- ltaque , ne mihi imponerent 
pofed on by others, I feveral alii, pluries Mercurium nofir urn, 
times made trial of ourMercu- quando folus eram , explorabam. 
ry, when I was all alone. For Etenim quando nemo mihiaderat, 
when no Body was by me , nor neque quifquamper [omnium quid 
probably dreamt of what I was agerem conjiceret,fumebam unam 
doing, i took to one part of the partem Mitts Mercurii ,, ad jiuri, 
Mercury, fotnetimes half the in calcemjvet pollinem redatt't , 
weight and fotnetimes an equal pondttsquandoque dimidium,quan- 
weight of refin’d Gold reduced deque equate. Hoc polline vole 
to a Calx or fubtlePowder.This mantu pnifire immijfo, & Mer- 
I put into the palm of my left curio fuperinfafi , utrumque fimul 
hand, and putting the Mercury agitabam, premebamque nonnihil 
upon it, ftirr’ditand prefs’dic digito manusdextre\ qudratione 
a little with the finger of my duo b<tc Ingredientia facile com- 
right hand, by which the two mixta , non mode ad fenjum fed 
Ingredients were eafily min* infigniter inealefeebant , idque 
gied, and grew not only fenfibly adeopropere, ut inealefeentia in- 
but confiderably hot,and that fo terdum unites horx circiter minu- 
nimbly, that the Incalefcence to,indicanteidipfum horologiomi: 
did fometimes come to its height nut is infiruclo, ad /wh¬ 
irlabout a minute of an hour by niret. Succedebat hoc Experi- 

a mentum. 
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a Minute-Clock. \ found the mentum , foe uqthtlem fumerem 
Experiment fucceed, whether I five dimiaiam Auri auantita- 
took altogether, or but half as /«»• effeftus tamen multo vide - 
much Gold as Mercury} but the batur infignior , quando *qualipon- 
efFeft feemed to be much greater dere adhibebantur. Atque , ut 
when they were employed in e- fufpicioni , qua, licet improbabilis, 
qual weight. And to obviate a fubnafii tamenpo(fet,occurrerem, 
fufpicion, which,though impro- immediatum fiif. lngredientium 
bable, might pofiibly arife, as if & Cutis contatfum producer epo(le 
the immediate contatt of the In- fenfum Caloris , qui non debeatur 
gredien ts and the skin prod uc’d Metallorum in fe invicem attio- 
a fenfe of heat, which was not ni , curiofitate ducebar mixtn • 
d^‘13 the aftionof the Metals ram banc in char tajervandi ; quo 
upon one another 5 I had the fatfo, interpofitionemejus nequa- 
Curiofity to keep the mixture quam impedire incalejcentufen- 
in a paper, and found not its in- [urn comferiebam , quanquam , ex 
terpofition to hinder me from mtura ret, intenfiorem UHta gra- 
feeling the Incalefcence, though dnmr emitter et. ^ 

it much abated the degree of my fenfe of it. 

9.1 tried alfo the fame Mercury Toni Mercurium eundcm cum 
with reffS’d Silver reduc’d to a repurgato Argento,ad(ubtilemval- 
very fine powder ; but I could de pulverem redatfo , exp'oravi \ 
not perceive any heat or warmth ut nullum omnino calorempercipe- 
at although I-am apt to think, re potui ; quanquam eo fcrarut 
that if I had had a fufficient exiflimem ftfuffic-iens Argentifo- 
quantity of leaf-filver to have luti quant it as,ad pet agendum Ex- 
made the experiment withj I pertmentum, mihifuppetitfct, me 
fiiould after Come time have pro- pojl aliquod, temporu Jpatium inea - 
duced an Incalefcence, though le[cent tarn fufcitaturum /*#, 
muchinferiour to what the fame quamvis multo inferiorem eo , 
quantity of Mercury would pro- quern eadem Mercurii quantity 
duce with Gold; hut this only cum Auroproducers : At hoc non- 
upon the by. I (hall now add, nifi in tranfiu. Adjutant- nunc, 
that to the end I might not be me, ne mtbimet impofuijje cenfe- 
thought to impofe upon my felf, rer, non tantum rem banc explo- 
I did not only make trial in my ruffe in manu mea, quando vane 
own hand, when *t\vas in diffe- erat pro caloris & frigoris rattone 
rent tempers as ro heat and cold, temper atm , fed in manibus ali- 
but I did it in the hands of o- orum, qnos non paritm attonitos 

thers, Y y y babebat, 
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thers, who were not a little fur- 
pris’d and pleafed at the event. 
And this i did more than once or 
twice; by which means I had, 
and ftill have, divers Witneffes 
of the truth of the Experiment* 
whereoffome are noted Perfons, 


and efpecially him to whom I lafi: 
fhewed k, which you will eafily 
believe when 1 tell you *tis the 
Learned Secretary of the Royal 
Society; to whom having given 
the Ingredients, I defin'd him to 
make,the Experiment in and 
with his own hands, in which it 
^ . , proved fuccefsful 

* Sinet this « . • ~ . 

vat vriu e », within fomewhat 
the Noble and lefs than a minute of 


Judicious fri- 
ftdent of the 


an hour * 


Royal Society, the Lord fifccuntBrcmnc" 
ker, made the famt Experiment with fome 


of the fame Mercury* in his own haidwtih 
good fuccefs « 


jo And that which makes this 


Incalefcence the more confide- 


rable is, that being willing to 
husband my Mercury, a great 
part of which had been , as I 
ghefs*d, ftolen from me before I 
employed it, I made thefe trials 
but with a drachm at a time, 
which fcarce amounts in quanti¬ 
ty to the bignefs of half a mid¬ 
dle fiz’d Bean; whereas, if I 
could have made the Experiment 
with a fpoonful or two of 
Quickfilver, and a due propor¬ 
tion ofGold, ’tis probable the 
heat would have been inrenfee- 


sougb,, not only to burn ones 

hand. 


ktbtbit , juvabatque eventus. 
jitque hoe ipjum plurits quam 
femel bifve feci ; unde mihi 
tejles fuppetunt Experimenti 
veritatis ajfertores , probata 
jidei viri , quorum unuserat 
Eruditus Societatis Regia? 
Secretariat , quern, exhibitis ei 
lngredientibus , rogabam , ut 
fuu met mauibus Experiment 
turn caperet ; in quibus & op- 
tatum fucceffum minori’ quam 
unius minute fpatio fortieba- 
turf. 


•f Ex quo tempore hoc liter is fuit 
confignatura, Illuftriflimus& Judi* 
ciollfTimus Regia Societatii Pracfts, 
Dom. Vicecomes Brour.cker , idenv 
Experimenrum fu3 cum tjufdem 
Mercuuii portione, manu cumfuc- 
ceflii peregit. 


jitque , quod lncalefcentiam 
banc infigniorem reddit , ejl , quod , 
cum parte uti 'Odercurio meo cn- 
perem, quippe cujtts magna pars 
{ut cotijicio) furrepta mthi fue- 
rat , priufquam cum adhtberem , 
experimenta fingula nonnifi cum 
ana drachma peragebam , qu<£ 
vix fabs mediocris dimidis mag- 
nit udinem squat, cum, Jt copia 
mihifuijfet capiendi Experimen- 
tum cum cochleari uno alterove 
Odercurii plenofupparique quan¬ 
titate Anri, probabileJit, ealorem 
inde oriturum fuiffe fat is inters • 
fum, ut non mo do ureret manum , 
fed for fan & in Phtala 'uitrea 

rimas 
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band, but peruiance to crack a 
glaft Vial ; fince 1 have fome- 
times bad of this Mercury fo 
fubtil, that when I employed 
but a drachm at a time, the heat 
made me willing to put it hafti- 
ly out of my hand. 

l f. Thefe things being matters 
offadfc I fcruple not to deliver 
them ; but I would much fcru¬ 
ple to determine thence, whe¬ 
ther thofe that are Mercurii Cor- 
forum, and were made, as Chy- 
mifts prtfjtne , by extraflion 
only from Metals and Minerals, 
will each of them grow hot 
with Gold,as,if I muchmiflake 
nos, I found Anttmonial Mer¬ 
cury to do. And much lefs would 
I affirm , that every Metal! ne 
Mercury (though never fo dif- 
pofed to Incalefcence) or even 
that of Silver or Gold itfeif, is 
the fame with that which the 
Chryfopaean Writers mean by 
their Philofophick Mercury, or is 
near fonobleas this.Nay,lwould 
not fo much as affirm, that every 
Mercury, obtained by extrafli¬ 
on, even from the perfeft Metals 
themfelves, muft needs be more 
noble and fit (as Alchyroifts 
(peak) for the Philofophick 
work,thanthat which may with 
skill and pa-ins be at length ob¬ 
tained from, common Mercury 
skilfully freed from its recre- 
mentitious and heterogeneous 
parts, and richly impregnated 

with 


*5 ) 

rinto/agents quandoquidemin¬ 
ter dum h ujuc generic Mercurium 
habui adeu Jubtilem , ut, adhibente 
me Jingulic vicibuc nonnifi drach- 
mam unam , cdor me adegerjt ut 
proper e e manibus mixturam de~ 
ponerem. 

U<ee,cumJint resfaCti , tradere 
non dubito $ at valde ambigerem 
exinde determinate, num quiap - 
pellantur Mercurii Corporum , 
paranturejue , ut jailant Chymici , 
fola extrailione ex Metallic & 
Fojjiltbtcc, eorum quilibet calc - 
rem acquirat cum Auro, quemad- 
modum ) ni multum jailor , Mer¬ 
curium Antimonialem acquirere 
comperi. Multoqe minus ajfir - 
marem, quemvis Mercurium Me- 
tallicum (quantumeunque ad In- 
calefcenttam difpojttum^) quin & 
Mercurium Argenti Aurive ip- 
jiue eundem effe cum eo , quem 
Scnptores chryfopai per Mercu¬ 
rium Juum Pbiiofophicum Intel- 
ligunt, velprcejlantid fud ad kune 
accedere. Quin imo, ne quidem 
affererem , quemhbet Mercurium , 
ex tract tone etiam ab ipjis perfeClis 
metallic tmpetratum , nobiliorem 
ejje oportere , & ( ut Icquuntur 
Jlchymiflt) ad Philofophicam o- 
peratiorem magic idoneum, qudm 
ilium , qui , perititl induitrU 

comite, obttneri tandem potejl d 
Mercuric vu'gari, aparttbuc juts 
recrementitiis beterogeneifq pur- 
gato , [ubtilibufque & ejficactbue 
metallorum Mineraliumve con- 
Y y y 2 gruo- 
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with the fubtle additive ones grucrumparttbtu nberrivte fxto : 
of congruous Metals Of Miite- Hac i inquam, <& Jimttia hit loco 
rals. Thefeand the like points affirtnareadmodumvererer ; cum 
I fliould.as 1 was faying, much hie mnnifi ea tradereinjlituerim 
fcruple at offering to determine qua ad ret Htjloriam faciunt ; 
in this place, where what I de- quanquam prater rtm non exijli- 
fign’d to deliver was Hiftorical, mavenm, jamjam indigitatos ret 
though 1 have not thought it hujue apices iunuere , quod firi- 
impertrnenc to glance at the ftura ijl<e ea pofjint Letfori in - 
points lately mention*d,becaufe gerere, qua ad meliorem turn di - 
thofe glances may intimate if or urn turn dicendorum intelli - 
things conducive to the better gentians conducere queant. 
underftanding of what 1 have 
laid, and have to fay in this Paper. 

i 2. I doub’ not but what I Non dubito , quin ha He mu d 
have related and hinted has gi- me enarrata indigitataque Curio- 
ven you a Curiofity to know jit item in Te pepererint , ah quid 
fomewhat further of this Mercu- ampliua de hoc Mercurio cogno- 
ry : Andl confefs, that if there feendi : Et fate or , ft quid vert 
be any truth in what fome of the fubefl ei , quod qttidam ex proba- 
moft approved Spagyrijis have tiffimis Spagyricis de quodam 
deliver’d about a Solvent of jiuri dijjolvente , quod affinevi- 
Gold that feems of kin, and per- detur nojiro , nec eo forte mu/tu 
haps is not much Nobler than ejl nobilius , tradiderunt * ex- 
onetbar I had it feems allow- fpetfarefas fuerit , ipfiffimum hoc 
able to expeft, that even ours nofrumin infignem cum in Me- 
fliould be of more than ordina- dicina turn in Alchymia ufum ee¬ 
ry ufe, both in Ehyfick and Al- derepojfe. Veritm cum infortu- 
chymy. But the misforrune I had niumillud^ quo injigniori quantt- 
to have loft a conliderable quan* tate ejus fui privates , Jlipatum 
thy of it, being afterward in* fuerit fubitd morte Operators 
creafed by the almoft fudden unici, cut in eo parando penitus 
death of the only Operator I Jidebam , mentem plane alienam 
trufted in the making of it, I abiteranda tarn molejlaprapara- 
was altogether difeouraged tione fenji $ maxitne cum occupa- 
from repeating fuch a trouble- tiones , mtgrationes , adverfa va- 
fom Preparation, efpecially be- letudo Jludiaque gratiora alior- 
ing diverted by Eufinefs, Re- funs metraherent ; Et licet Ex- 
moves, Sicknefs, and more plea- perimenta quedam non (pernen- 

fing da^ 



( 527 ) 


(trig Studies And though I have 
not forgot fomenot defpicable 
Trials that I xuade with our 
Mercury, yet fince they are not 
ncceflary to the Queftion that 
occafioned this Paper, I fhali 
pafs them over io filence, and 
only obferve fome few things 
I hod almoft forgot to tell you ; 
namely firft, that whereas ’tis 
ufual to take four, 5 or 6,nay S or 
1 o parts of common Qui ckfil ver 
to make an Amalgame with one 
of Gold, even when both are 
heated by the fire 5 I found our 
Mercury fo congruous to that 
meta’, that it would prefently 
imbody with no lefs than an 
equal weight of it, and prod .ice 
a pretty hard Amalgame or 
mixture, in which the Mercury 
was fodiffufed, that the Gold 
hadquice loft its colour. Se¬ 
condly, I ftajl add what for 
ought 1 know has not been yet 
obferved, that this power of 
penetrating Gold and growing 
hot with it, is fo inherent, not 
to fay radicated, in oar Mercu¬ 
ry, that after it had been diftil- 
led from Gold again and again, 
I found it toretatn that proper¬ 
ty. Andlaftly, whereas it may 
be fufpefted that this faculty 
may be quickly loft, (as that of 
the prepared Bononian Stone to 
receive Light, has been com¬ 
plain’d of as not durable ) I 
found by trial that a fing'e 

drachm 


da y em &/Lertnri<r .mjlro per m 
aifa, memorih me a non excide- 
rint ; cum tamen ad §Hu*JHonem 
Mam, qua Jcriptum hoc pepertt, 
non ftnt necejfaria,Jilentio ea in - 
volvam,paucula duntaxat annota- 
turtu , qua commemorare prope- 
modum fuifem oblitus. Quorum 
primurn eft , quod, cum folenne 
Jit , capere Mercurii vulgaris par¬ 
tes quatuor ,s i>el 6 ,imo 8 vet 10, 
ad A malgama faciendum cum una 
parte Auri , etiam turn quando 
utrunique incaluit igne • Ego 
adeo congruum dept ehenderim 
cum metallo illo Mercurium no - 
jlrum, ut non minus qukm aquale 
illius pondus intime Jlatim per- 
vaaeret, fatijque durum Amatga - 
ma Cramave producer et, in quo 
adeb dtjfufus erat Mercurim , ut 
Aurum colorem fuum penitus a- 
mitteret. Secundum ejl, (quod 
hatfenus obfervatum fuijfe baud 
putem,) vim fcil. bance , Aurum 
pemtrandi cumque eo incalefcen- 
di, mordicits adcu inbar ere Mer- 
curio fiojlro,, nc dicam it a in eo ra¬ 
dio at am ejfe , ut pofiquam iterum 
atque iterum ab Jiuro ejjet dijlil- 
latus, proprietatis illius tenacem 
eumdeprehenderim. Et denique, 
ciim Jufpicio incejfere Letforem 
poffit , faiultatem banc citb de- 
perdi , {ut de praparato ad hauri- 
endam lucem Lapide Eononi- 
t nfi queruntur jiut bores ,) expc - 
riundo didici ; unicam draih- 
mam Mercurii , certo modopareti, 

pod: 

A J 
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drachm of Mercury, made after pofl tertium quartumve X quo fe- 
a certain manner^ did the third pofueram annum adeb turn Amo 
or fourth year after I had laid incaluifte, ut ne adureret manum 
it by grow fo hot with Gold, me am timerem. 
that I feared't would have burnt 
my hand. 

Thus far the Author to hit Ha&enus Author nofter ad 
Friend: But when he fent me the Amicutn fuum: Sed cum mthi 
Paper, he accompanied it with Chart as ill as mitteret , voluit eas 
the following Iincs; fequenti mantiftd locupletafe ; 

r 3. I have little at prefent to Non diu te morabor dijferendo 
fay to you about the Papers de chart is hie j unfits: Dicam 
which this flieet accompanies, folummodb , unam ex pracipuis 
five that one of the chief Rea* rattontbas, quse in vulgandis prse- 
Tons that makes me backward grejjis Obfervationibus cunfia - 
to have the foregoing Obferva- bundum me faciunt , hanc tjfe, 
tions communicated to the Cu- quodvereor,nos hoc ipfovariu cir- 
riousis, that I fear, we may ca Mercurium hunc guaftiontbus 
thereby procure divers Que- & forte Sollicitationibus anfam 
ries and perhaps Requefts, (re- datmos , quas omni fiudio praca- 
lating to this Mercury) which verevtlim, cum ob alias , turn 
I would bv all means avoid, for hanc ob caufam, quod magnama- 
divers Reafons,and particularly mum mearum debilitas me im- 
forthis, that a great weaknefs pedit, quo minus meamet manu 
of tha t part d i fabl es me to wri t e id confignare Uteris valeam, quod 
with my own hand, and I know, confcribl Amanuenfis opera con- 
you will not think it fir, I fhould fultum hand judicaveris. Fro- 
about fuch a fubjeft employ indeque concedere baud poffum, 
that of an jfmanuenfis . And feriptum hoc e manibus tuts di * 
therefore I cannot confenr, mini, nifirationem fuggeraspro- 
this Paper flhould go out of baht fern, qua fecurum me praftes 
your hands, unlefs you can think d moleftia, atqae ab ingrata ne- 
on fome likely courfe to fecure ceffitate repulfam dandi non■ 
me from trouble, and from the nullis , dum aliis obfecundare 
unwelcom neceflky of difobli- Jludeo. Hae cauteld ft utaris , 
ging fome, whilft I endeavour potero amplifjimse Use confuetu- 
to gratihe others. If this pras- dinis benejicto citra mo leftiam 
caution be ufed , I may fafely edoceri, quid ii, qui tantd peritid 
learn by means of your diffus’d tantoque judtcio valent , ut in 

Ac- hoc 
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Acquaintance, vrhat thofe that 
gw skilful and Judicious enough 
to^defetve to be much confide- 
fed in fuch an affair, will think 
of our Mercury, and whether, 
in cafe they have an efteem of it 
approaching to that of divers 
eminent fibymifls (fome of which 
importune me to impart it;) 
they judge the good , that the 
preparations of it (fuch as 
precipitats and turbitbs of di¬ 
vers kinds, Mercurim dulcis , 
Ctnaber made of the fulphur 
of Antimony, and with Go'd, 
&c.) may do in Phyfick, is like¬ 
ly much to exceed the political 
inconveniences that may enfue, 
if it Aiould proveto beof the 
belt kind, and fall into ill hands. 
The knowledge of the opinions 
of the wife and skilful about 
this cafe, will be requifite to 
afiift me to take right meafures 
in an affair of this nature. And 
till I receive this information, 
I am obliged to filence. 

14.Only in the mean while,I fliall 
for the fake of the Inquirers in;o 
Mercurial arcana make bold to 
add a Secret, which,I think, will 
to divers PbiUlethifls and other 
ftudents of the Chymica! Phi- 
lofopers books (eema Paradox, 
if not an untruth ; namely,That 
a Mercury, qualified to heat 
with Gold, and perhaps with 
other Powders, may be made by 
more waies than one or two; 

ex- 


hot negotio magni fieri, mtre- 
antuty de Mercuric nojlro fen- 
tiant ; adhac utrurn , Ji ajlima- 
tionern de to five ant illi ftup• 
parent, quam pracellentium Chy* 
micorum complures ( quorum 
r.onnulli me urgent ad eutn com- 
municandum ) pr<e fe ferunt , 
verifmile cenfeant , utilitatem ., 
quam Praparationes ipjitts (cujuf- 
modt funt Prsecipitata & Tur- 
bithi diverfoi um ■ gentrum , 
Mercurius duicis.Cinnabaris ex 
antimonio & auro cum parata , 
&c. ) offer repoffint ret Medic# > 
longe fuperaturam ejfe incom¬ 
mode ilia politic Ay qua nafeitura 
firent , ft forte de prajlantilji- 
nta effet indole , atque in male- 
fiet iotas menus incideret. Sa¬ 
pient urn & per it or um hoc in 
tafu Opiniones cognofcere, ne- 
ce(farturn mihi fue> it , ut redo 
tramite in ijliufmodi negotio 
inceaere mihi detur. Jtque, 
donee edodos id fuero , filentii 
fecra colere teneor. 

Interim in eorttm gratiam , qui 
Arcana Mercurialia ferutantur , 
fib finger e aufim fee return all- 
quod , quod Phi'alethis contplu- 
ribus ,. aliifque , qui Chymicorum 
Philofophorum Itbris meditandis 
incumbunt , Paradoxunt , quin 
& falfim forte videbitur : 
sJ^tercurium fell, ad incalefcen- 
dum cum Juro aliifve pulveri- 
bm ideneunt , modis uno binove 
fluribw parari poffe ; cum par 

expe- 
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experience having afiured me 
Cwharever Authorities or The¬ 
ories may be urged to the con¬ 
trary) that fuch a Mercury may 
be (I faynot,eafily orfpeedily, 
but fuceefsfuily) prepar’d, not 
only bv employing Antimony 
and folid Metals as Mars , but 
without any fuch Metal at aiJ, 
or fo much as jintimony it 
felf. 

15. Here 1 purpofed to con¬ 
clude: Butbecaufe I am,as you 
know, very averfe (which I de¬ 
clare mv felf to be on this oc- 
cafion alfo ) from making any 
promife to the publick, 1 think 
fit in this place to give you an 
Advertifenrent, and obviate a 
Scruple* I fliall therefore ad- 
monifii thofe fnquifitive Spagy- 
rifis ,that may be defirous to try, 
whether their purified Mercury 
be Incalefcent, that they be not 
toohafty to conclude it is not 
fo ; nor to rejeft it, unlefs they 
have made the trial with Gold 
duly prepared. For I have 
found, that my Mercury did not 
grow hot with the finalleft fi- 
lings of Gold I could make 
(though indeed within a few 
hours after it did , without the 
help of fire, imbody with it in¬ 
to a hard amalgam *,) which ar¬ 
gued that thecorpufcks of the 
Metal were not yet fmall e- 
nough to be fuddenly penetra¬ 
ted by the Quickfilver : Nor 

will 


exftrmtUmmto mki 
( quitquid in eontrarittm obtexm, 
dam Authorities & Theeria} 
talent Mercurium poffe, (non 
dicam facile proper'eve , fed cum 
fuccejfu') parari , non modo 
Ammonium foliddque Met alia , 
putd Marrem , &c. adhibendo , 
fed citra ullius cmnino Met alii , 
quin vel ipfiut Antimonii, 
ufum. 

Hie flatueram finern huic fer* 
mom imponere: At cum agerri¬ 
me, ut nofii, turn alias, turn hac 
imprimis occaftone, promiffi fidem 
publico objlringam, vijumefimi - 
hi hoc loco Monitum aliquod fug - 
gerere, & Scrupulo cuidam ob- 
•viam ire. Pritss quod atiinet, 
Curiofos illos Spagyricos, quos 
forte tentandi cupido incejferit , 
Jitne pur gat us ipforum sdMbrcu, 
rius tncalefcendt qualitate in first. 
Cl us, monebo, ne nimis je (lin in¬ 
ter concludant ipfum ed pm- 
ditum non effe , neve eum reji - 
ciant, nifi kxperimentum fece- 
rint cum Juro rite praparaio. 
Comperi quippe , Mercurium me- 
urn non incalefcere cum ramentis 
Auri, omnium quas conficere pote- 
ram minimis , (quanquam reverd 
tntra paucas exincte boras, fine 
ignis adminiculo, cum ipfo in du¬ 
rum amalgama confliretur ;) quod 
argnmento erat, Metalli illius 
corpufcula necdum exigua fat is 
fmffe, ut propere d Mercurio pe- 
netrarentur: Neque quavis Juri 

Calx 
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will every ealx of Gold ferve 
our turn,, as I have found by em¬ 
ploying, without fuccefs, a very 
fine and fpongy calx made after 
an uncommon way , the golden 
particles having, asitfeem’d, 
Tome extremely fine though un- 
obferved dull: of the Addita- 
ment flicking to them , which 
hindered the adhsefion of the 
Mercurial ones. Now, th zcalx 
of Gold that I moft ufed , as 
finding it flill to do 
|| That u, by we j| } W as m ade 

7<th« S l'n\ by Quart at ion || ( as 

pan of fint A ! chymifh call it.) 
Oaldy and'i 

or 4 parts of cupp til'd Silver , and then put - 
tingthc map, wherein the Metta/s are mixty 
almofl per minima , into purified Aqua¬ 
fortis, which diffhiving the Silver only y 
leave* the (gold in the form of a fine 
calx. 

Butbecaufe’tis not fo eafie, as 
even Chymifts that have not 
tried imagine, to make good 
calces of Gold , and that in the 
way newly mentioned there 
needs fufion of the Gold and of 
Silver ( for which many Chy- 
mifts want conveniences,) and 
they are ofien impofed cn by 
common Refiners, who here ufit- 
ally fell in wires fitch Silver for 
fine (which indeed it is compa¬ 
ratively,) as I have found not to 
be without mixture; I fhall 
'd u af by making an amalga- 
o_. '-on way with pure 
'.'■■■■id ioci ar Mercury , and 
.. ' ■■'* ' ' ' -eery in good 

Aqua- 


calx rent nofiram conficiet 5 »t 
compert , dum perqulm fubti- 
lent fpongiofamque caicem , modo 
non vulgari par at am , citra fuc- 
cefptm adhibui , in qua, ut vi- 
detur, apprime tenuis fenfumque 
fugle ns jidditamenti pulvis ad¬ 
here bat parti cults aureis , & 

Mercurialium adbafionem prape- 
diebat . Jam vero Calx auri,qud 
plerumque utebar , [uccejfu ejus 
induclm , ilia erat qu£ Quarta- 
t ion is -f (ut vacant ) 

beneficio paratur. + Hoc eft,per 
1 fufioremcon- 

fiar.dour.am partem Auri ptrri, & 
tresquatiorve partes Argenti cu- 
pellati, uc vocanr, & tunc im- 
mitrendo maffam, in qua Metalle 
mifcenrur quafi per minima > in 
purgaram dptw fortem t quai folum 
Argentum dilfblv'ens, Aurum in 
forma Calcis relinquit. 

dt quia non adeo facile efi , ut 
ip ft Cbymici, qui manum 0- 
peri non admoverunt , Jibi tma- 
ginantur , bon# not* calces Auri 
par are, cumque in methodo jam- 
jam memorata requiratur fufio 
yCuri & Argenti (cujut pera- 
gend<e commoditate non pauci 
Cbymici dejlituuntur,') aimetiam 
crebra a vulgarians Metallorum 
Purgatoribus fallantur , qui bk 
pafjim , filorum forma ., ejufmcdi 
Argentum pro puro venditant 
(quale, comparate loquendo , re¬ 
x'era ejl, _) quod non effe mix¬ 
ture expers deprebendt ; ad- 
ficiam, quod, dum comment more 
amalgam a confititur cum Juro 

ZZZ p u y. ; 
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Aquafortis, there will remain a puro & Mercurio vulgari, Mer- 
powder, which, being well curiufque diffolvitur bond Aqua 
waflit with fair water to du!ci- forti, remanjurm Jitpulvic , qui 
fie it, and kept a while in a cam aqua pur a , ad conciliandam 
moderate fire to dry it through- ei, quam vocant , duicedinem , 
\y without melting it, will be- probe elotm , & aliqmndiu in 
come a calx, which I have more temperato igne , ad cum penitua 
than once ufed with our Mer- extceandum citra fuftonem , af- 
cury with good fuccefs. ’Tis fervatus , talem Calcem prabebit, 
true, both in this way and in qua pluries cum Mercurio nofire 
that ( by Quartatton, ) Aqua- feliciter ufm fui. Fateor equi- 
fortii , which is a corrofive !i- dem^ turn in hac methodo , turn 
quor, is employed to bring the in ilia qu<e inftittiitur per Quarta- 
Gold topowder, and therefore tionesn, adhiberi Aquam fortem, 
in a diffident mind fome fufpi- liquorem [cil. corrofivum , ad Au- 
cion may anfe, that the Inca- rum in pulverem redigendum , 
Jefcence may proceed only from unde fautanti genio fuborki 
theadtionof the acid particles fufpicio poterit, Incalefcentiamil- 
of the menjiruum , which yet lam foli aclioni acidarum parti- 
adhering to the corpufcles of cularum Menflrui acceptam fe~ 
the Gold works upon the rendam ejfe, quod hare ns eti~ 
Quickfilver , as Aqua-fortis is amnum jftri ccrpujculis, in Mer- 
kr.own to do: Eu: , to omit curium operetur , folenni Aquas 
thofe anf.vers that cannot be fords more. Vertim, ( ut eatre- 
given in few words,after I have fjonficnesfleam, qua pane is tradi 
raken notice, tha*, if the effect non pcjfunt,) poflquam notavi , 
depends no: cn our Mercury (as quad, ft Ejfe clue hie non dependet 
prepared) bu'only on the calx, a Mercurio mjlro (rite prapara- 
it appears not, why this fhould tod) fed * folaC alee, non pat eat, 
not grow hot with common qurre h<zc non incalefcat <eqnc cum 
Mercury as well as with curs \ Mercubo vulgari h noftro ; o- 
l filial 1 need to add , for the re- pus baud fuerit , aliud quicquam 
rnova! of this fubtil ferup'e, no ad fcrupulum hunc eximendum, 
more, than this plain Experi- quam obvtum hoc Experimentum , 
tr.enr, ( which I twice or thrice quod fequitur , quodqus bis terve 
made,) namely, that taking, in- a me peraclum fuit, adjicere : 
Head of a. Calx of Geld, a com- Sump ft, inquam, Calcis Ami loco, 
potent number of.Leaves of fuffeientem numernm Foliorum 
Gold, filch as Book-binders and auri, qualibt.ts utuntur Bibiiopegi 
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the Apothecary’s ufe, this Gold, & Aurifabric hoc Aurttm , mod 
that was without the help of citrafalium cpem tundendo* re- 
Saks reduc'd by beating to a daUum erat ad temitatem fuffi- 
fufficient thinnefs ( infomuch cientem^adeo ut ultra feptuaginta 
that feventy odd Leaves did not folia vix uniut fcrupuli pondume- 
weighafcruple,) I found(more quarent ,) hoc, inquam, Aurum 
than once) upon putting two comperi (und vice piuries, } ck;» 
or three times the weight of binum trinumve Mercmii ncfln 
ourMercury to them } thata fmart pondm ipjt comrmfcerem , infig' 
heat was prefent’y produced in nem in manu mea calsrem mo7. 
my hand* peperiffe. 

Seme Qbfervations, Cent by an Anonymous to the PubUfber, on feve- 
ral Paffages in the two lift Months Tranfatiions, relating to feme, 
till now w-Sbftvvtd, Nudities of the Air; to the Mixing and 
Fermenting of Liquors in vacuo; to the Hijlory of Birds : 
the Anatomy of the Trunks of Vegetables ; Barofcopes. gfc. 

Honoured Sir , 

J TAving long underfiood the freedom of addrefs, you have 
J[ allowed to any candidand unprejudic’d perfons, whofe ge¬ 
neral good withes to the Common*wea!th of Learning make ’em 
ambitious to impart fomething , whereby they may promote the 
Empire of Man above other Creatures; I flatter’d my felf, it 
would be no unpardonable prefumpticn , to communicate feme of 
my thoughts unto you , on fuch a fubjeft, as that the ufefulnefs of 
the matter may keep me from Teeming altogether impertinent, and 
the fmalnefs of my performance, argue thegreatnefsef my defires 
toferveyou. This I refclved to do by way of Animsdverfior.s 
on the two laft Philsfophtcd Tranfaeiicns ; and though I per¬ 
formed nothing more, i hop’d at !eaft, my Observations may do 
them the kindnef-, as (hades intermixt with light, to render them 
moreconfp cuous. In hopes of this, f dial! draw up my thoughts 
under this genera! Title of Some Philofophical Obfervaiions on feme 
paffages in the two lajl dMentbs Tran factions, viz. for Decemb. and 
January. 

I highly app’aud the bold defign to difeover feme, till now un- 
obferved, Qualities in the Air; and, though the difficulty of the 
Sub; eft, and modefty of the Honourable Per fan, fiefs expedted in 



